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Sunday Mornings
Coffee Time, 9:15 a.m.
Service, 10 a.m.

Newsletter (QCU)

The newsletter (QCU) is pub-
lished the first and third Mon-
days from August to mid-June
and once during July. The
QCU is free to pledging mem-
bers and friends. Others are
requested to pay $25/year.

Inside
Roger’s Letter
Religious Education
Committees, Events

Newsletter Deadline
The next newsletter deadline is
MONDAY, AUGUST 25
BY 9 A M.

Communication Information
Phone: 563/359-0816
Email: gcuu@mchsi.com
Web: www.gcuu.org
Youtube: youtube.com/gcuu

Calendar
See www.qcuu.org

COFFEE AT 9:15 A M.
SERVICE AT 10 A.M.

AUGUST 24

Rev. Roger Butts with Meredith Price:

“Stewardship, The Veatch Fund Story ”

The creation of the Veatch Program Fund at a Unitarian
Church on Long Island is a remarkable story of vision and
stewardship. Come and join us as we share in a story of giv-
ing that has produced millions and millions of dollars for ordi-
nary people seeking justice around the country and the
globe. What are you willing to stand up for and give to?
Why?

AUGUST 31

Rev. Roger Butts: “The John Murray Story”

A story of hospitality and welcome and miracles, miracles
everywhere you turn.

PLEASE NOTE:
Our Services return to 11 a.m. on September 7.
Forum will begin at 10 a.m. on September 7.

First day of “Our Whole Lives (OWL)” will be
September 21.
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. for Kindergarten-6th grade
10:30 a.m. to noon for 7th through 9th grade
11 a.m. to noon for Kindergarten through 6th

First day of “Famous UUs” curriculum will be
September 21.
11 a.m. to noon for Kindergarten through 6th grade



THE UNITARIAN CHURCH PEEKS AT THE FUTURE

With a new board in place, the annual board retreat was a smashing success. The board took on a
serious and sustainable and do-able study of the way we view stewardship in this congregation. We
\ g were helped in our work by our stewardship consultant, the Rev. Tricia Hart. She’ll be with us a few
\ years to work with us on adopting an attitude of can-do generosity. | cannot wait to see what kind of
transformation happens among all of us around the idea of giving, generosity and vision-making.
NITARIAN
L&‘;@gﬁgﬁ Just think for a moment of all that has been accomplished of late, think of all that we can build upon:
the Cool Campaign which enabled us to put in geothermal heating and cooling (including in the
sanctuary); the addition to the building in the 90s which provided additional space for religious edu-
cation; the lounge and the patio in the 80s; not to mention all the work for Guatemala, for community
projects, or even the building which this year will turn 50 years old! Whatever the future holds, we
know that this congregation responds when called to step up to a new project.

This year will hold other significant events in our collective life together:

September 7, we'll move back to our 11 a.m. worship time period with Water Communion.

Our children and youth will be engaged in two significant learnings: OWL (our whole lives) which
focuses on sexuality education and spiritual growth and good decision-making and Famous Unitar-
ian Universalists, about the kinds of individuals who helped shape society, liberal religion and the
beloved community.

In September, you'll have a chance to participate in the first annual Unitarian Church Spirituality
Retreat. A great group of lay people are working on making this retreat as powerful as possible.

On October 12", we'll commemorate the 10" anniversary of the death of Matthew Shepard with
a joint service with our friends at the Metropolitan Community Church (they’ll come to our church to
join with us on that day). While honoring Matthew's life, | anticipate that the service will be positive,
proactive and empowering.

In late October, we'll have a wonderful CELEBRATION SUNDAY, in which we all of the mem-
bers and friends of the church will gather to give our pledges for the year. A powerful group of com-
mitted members are working on this, headed up by Dr. Dick Kasper.

November 7-9, we'll have an opportunity to commemorate the 70" anniversary of Kristallnacht,
which ushered in the worst aspects of the Holocaust. | am working with the Yom HaShoah commit-
tee to bring in Victoria Barnett, Director of Church Relations at the Holocaust Museum in DC and
filmmaker Martin Doblmeier who has devoted his life to the work of justice and peace through his
films.

In the Spring, Paul Rasor, a Unitarian Universalist author (Faith Without Certainty) and theolo-
gian from Virginia Wesleyan College, will come to speak about liberal religion, war and peace.
In the Spring, we’'ll celebrate the 50" anniversary of our “new” (third) building, our little beacon on
the hill.

There will be many opportunities to connect, to grow, to learn, to discover, to share your gifts and
talents. There will be children to dedicate (starting with the Tim and Angela Reier’s child Amelia).
There will be opportunities to say a welcoming word to newcomers. You are the greatest gift in the
life of this church!

Letter from Roger

Let us begin again!
Love.
See you in church.

In faith,
Roger
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CAMP UU FOR KIDS!

THROUGH AUGUST 31

10:00 A.M.

This summer we are looking to build connections
between adults and children in the congregation. A
different member each week will share their special
talents and interests with the kids. Activities include
book making, Tai Chi, nature art, fish mobiles to
decorate our halls, Zimbabwe culture, science ex-
periments, splash Sunday, music, and more. All
registered families will receive the details in the mail
if you have not already. If you are not registered
and would like more information, please talk to
Sarah Moulton or a member of the Religious Educa-
tion (RE) Committee. Childcare for children six
months and older is available on Sunday mornings
from 9:45 to 11:15 at no cost. Your child(ren) are in
excellent hands with our Child Care Coordinators,
Geoff and Tamara Kelly.

OUR WHOLE LIVES (OWL)

for grades Kindergarten through 9th is coming

this fall

This values-based sexuality program helps partici-
pants make informed and responsible decisions
about their sexual health and behavior and equips
them with accurate, age-appropriate information in
six subject areas: human development, relation-
ships, personal skills, sexual behavior, sexual
health, and society and culture. Our R.E. teacher
volunteers have gone through special UUA training
to assist in providing this year's program. We are
excited and look forward to a year that promises
new challenges and growth. For more information,
please contact Sarah.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (R.E.)

FAMILY AND VOLUNTEER PIZZA PARTY
Friday, August 29 at 5:00 p.m. the R.E. Committee
will be hosting a pizza party for the many wonderful
families and volunteers of the Religious Education
program. We will have activities for the kids while
you have the chance to meet other parents, teach-
ers, and the members of the R.E. Committee. We
will also talk about upcoming curriculum and have
2008 Religious Education Guides.

MOVIE AND POTLUCK SEPTEMBER 5
Come and join fellow UUs as we view and discuss
a movie entitled: “A View from the Underside: The
legacy of Dietrich Bonhoeffer.” In this movie, Bon-
hoeffer is in a prison cell, awaiting execution, and
he shares with his audience his struggles with evil,
injustice, and God. He expresses outrage against
the nazi treatments of Jews and explains how he
became involved in the resistance. Al Staggs, who
visited the Unitarian Church in Davenport, plays
Bonhoeffer in this 50 minute movie. Bring a plate
to share. A movie will be shown in another room
for the children. All are welcome.
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ENEEENE
IT'S DIRECTORY TIME A MINISTRY OF _

The Communication Com- HEReenE
mittee has been busy planning the next UU directory.
We want to get everyone's photo in this time, so please
plan ahead. We will be taking candid and posed
shots before and after four Sunday services.

If you prefer a posed photograph or a family group,
photographers will be set up downstairs in the lounge
before and/or after the four services on the dates listed
below. Otherwise we will do our best to get a good can-
did shot of you. We hope to reach everyone so if you or
someone you know is homebound or has other reasons
why they can't be at one of these services, please
call the church office and leave a message with the sec-
retary.
Mark your calendars and Smile!
Sunday August 24th
Sunday August 31st
Sunday September 7th.

SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS PRESENT

FATHER VITALE OFM

(ORDER OF FRIARS MINOR (ORDO FRATUM MI-
NORUM), A RELIGIOUS ORDER OF FRANCISCAN
FRIARS)

Rev. Louis Vitale OFM, one of the founders of Pace e
Bene will be speaking in Clinton at The Canticle, home
of the Clinton Franciscan, 841 13" Ave North, on Fri-
day, September 12, about the campaign to end the
practice of teaching and using torture techniques in the
U.S. and abroad. Father Vitale recent spent five
months in prison for crossing the line and praying at
Fort Huachuca, Arizona where torture tactics are
taught. No advance registration or fee is necessary.
For more information, see: www.paceebene.org.

WELCOMING ENTRANCE GARDEN

On Saturday morning, August 9, 2008, were Grounds
Committee members at home, watching the Games of
the XXIX Olympiad? No way! The chainsaw brigade
was having fun preparing for the Welcoming Entrance
Garden.

Todd Wiebenga, Aunt Rhodie’s Landscaping and
Design Studio, generously accepted the committee’s
offer of $1,700 worth of labor toward the garden’s instal-
lation, and on this cool, cloudy morning, committee
members got to work!

Check out photographs that show the progress at
www.gcuu.org; click on <Photos> under "Grounds Com-
mittee Gets Busy."

UNI-CARE “HEARTLIGHT”

The Uni-Care committee has become aware that
members and friends often need our positive sup-
port and wishes as they cope with both the posi-
tive and negative stresses of life. In other words,
they just need to be "held in the light." Please call
the church office or Elaine Kresse if you wish to
be added to our Heartlight list.

EQUAL EXCHANGE

A new order from Equal Exchange has been
placed. In addition to our regular coffee items, we
also have requested a case of organic drinking
chocolate (add your own milk or soy product) and
some Equal Exchange and UUSC travel coffee
mugs. Be forewarned: as with everything, prices
have increased. Please remember that we sell
these fair trade items as a service project and not
as a fundraiser. We charge what we pay. Prices
will undoubtedly still be far less than anything
available elsewhere. Items will be sold during cof-
fee hour, which is occurring before the service,
from 9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Thanks,

Julie Ross and Jeanne Nakamaru

WOw
A social evening for ladies
Tuesday, September 2, 2008
5:30 p.m.
TGIFriday's Restaurant
Moline, lllinois
All ladies are welcome.
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FALL ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

LITERATURE AND THEOLOGY: ZORA NEALE HURSTON'S

MOSES, MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN

In four class meetings (9/17, 10/1, 10/8, and 10/22 at 7 p.m. in the Board Room), we’ll discuss Hurston’s
humorous and wise retelling of the Moses story. Using ideas from Black Liberation Theology, we'll re-
spond to Hurston’s vernacular account of a stubborn people in need of leadership. Many readers treasure
Hurston’s once forgotten but now famous novel Their Eyes Were Watching God. In the Moses novel,
Hurston again employs her knowledge of Black American anthropology to examine the politics of freedom
and social dissent. In this 2008 election season, the story has particular relevance and even allegorical
meanings. Most important of all, though, will be the chance to enjoy together a novel by a writer who
“once was lost, and now is found,” the incredible (and prophetic) Zora Neale Hurston. Copies of the book
will be available for borrowing in the church office. For the first meeting, read through chapters I-IX. You'll
smile or laugh as you read.

MOVIE AND POTLUCK

SEPTEMBER 5TH

A VIEW FROM THE UNDERSIDE

Come and join fellow UUs as we view and discuss a movie entitled: A View from the Underside: The leg-
acy of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. In this movie, Bonhoeffer is in a prison cell, awaiting execution and he shares
with his audience his struggles with evil, injustice, and God. He expresses outrage against the nazi treat-
ments of Jews and explains how he became involved in the resistance. Al Staggs, who visited the Unitar-
ian Church in Davenport, plays Bonhoeffer in this 50 minute movie.

Bring a plate to share.

A movie will be shown in another room for the children.

All are welcome.

UNITARIAN CHURCH SPIRITUALITY RETREAT

About 10 congregants and Rev. Butts are planning a spirituality retreat for September or perhaps October.
Please look out for details in the following places: order of service, gcuu-all@yahoogroups.com and
http://progresspg.blogspot.com/.

UU PRINCIPLES CLASS

This class, starting on September 14th and 21st, lasting for eight weeks this fall, will explore the Seven
UU Principles, using materials and study questions published by the UUA. Marcy Doyle, one of our new
members, but an experienced educator, will be facilitating this class. This class is especially designed for
new comers to Unitarian Universalism, or long time members who just want a good discussion of basic
tenants. You need not commit to all classes to attend any one of them. Meet at 10 a.m. in the Board
Room. Call 359 0816 or e-mail gcuu@mchsi.com to indicate your interest.

OUTDOOR CONCERT
AT THE UNITARIAN CHURCH

Ron Madow's Society Jazz
A 5 piece jazz ensemble
Date: Sunday, August 24th
Time: 6:00pm (same as before)

Bring favorite drinks, snacks, and food to grill. Grab
a couple of lawn chairs or a blanket and come out
under our beautiful trees and listen to a great band!
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